CENTRAL COAST TRIUMPHS Noewslettoer---Gouoier,

COMING ATTRACTIONS;

ovember Meeting: Date-Thursday, Nov. 6, 1Y

“(Elections) Time-7pm.

Place-Tony's Restaurant, at (99 Linden Ave., Carpinteria
684-3414

November Event: Have you ever wondered and curieus about what is or are
between Conejo grade of lHwy.l0l and Hwy.1l? I have many
a time. Well, now you have an opportunity to discover

for yourself, via a leisurely Sunday drive. Ron Kibbe,
our trail scout will lead us on this scenic drive. To
further put your sense of adventure to the test, we'll
end our tour at the best kept secret in Southern California
when it comes to gastronomy, Palm Street Depol, corner of
Palm Street and Main of Ventura. [ encourage partic 1panis
to bring along abit of snack and bever S O
we may stop along -the way, not for bre I hope, but
to appreciate breath taking scenes. \nyway, woe should
arrive at the Palm Street Depot by lpm. for Lunech .
As always we like to sec you and vour Triurmphs, bub it's
you prsence that we seek, SO your participations in vehi-~
cles of other manufactures are we lcomed.
Date: November 9, Sunday
Time: For members leaving from Santa Nnarbara, blease gather
at Bob's Big Boy restaurant ©n Calle Real, near Earl
Warren Showground. The caravan will leave at 8:30 am
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For our Ventura County members,
Charlie Brown Restaurant on Sad

HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL A" THE BRIVE, ang guests are woe lcomed.

*****************************************‘f.w dodoow ke o e d ok koW ok Feow ok W RAWX ok ok ok ok ok kR kK

Central Coast Triumphs, since its inception, s essent.lal been governed by
a few. Now we have the opportunity, once again, to brino in velces from
many, at the next club meeting, November O, Our main pusinoess will be the
election of officers. Here is your chance to tLurn o ' those Czars
who have been dictating C.C.T.'s meetings and events, be there Lo
exercise your right for democratic processes. Hominat o opened
to the floor. So far the following membpers havse GoeORLOS f. By 4 wminations
as officers:

President-Lee Fitch

Vice President-Thomas Culbertsol

Treasurer-Lynn Klope

Membership chairman-Ron Kibbe

Secretary-Michael Ling

***************************************x?’r-:‘k"—.i. T TR st b i

FOR SALE:

TR-7, 1979-Conv., ask for John McAllister, 2151 Olga St., Oxnard. 135-6725

TR-10, 1960-4 door sedan. Donna Digolio at Cjiail, 646-2570. 1,000 £irm.

TR-6, 1973-Brown color. Michael Wylie, 9152 volvoerton Bt., Ventura. 647-2176.
$2,500.
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HELLO AGAIN

This month we will discuss a front end rebuild. | do not advise the r:
to tackle this job if he is not mechanically inclined, as it must be done r
attention to detail is very important. Even though | will describe rebuildi

front end, many of the triumph models have a similiar design. The hardest p=

job is removing the road springs. After that you can remove and reassemble -

First off, you will need some tools and parts such as:
1. Floor jack
2. Jack
3. Coil

stands

spring compressor. Can be rented. do not use the ''hang on'' type as

come off and will probably do damage to anything théy come into contact i

Such as bodily parts.

L. Front end suspension kit. This kit is available from many of the respecta
companies. They include all the necessary rubber bushings, nuts, bolts,
needed for replacement. It is advisable to replace everything that is in
because you might have to tear it apart again to replace the part you di
the first time.

5. A grease gun

6. Ball joints. These normally are the cause of front end shimmy on older cz

With the front end on jackstands and rear wheels blocked, remove the

to get at the front end. The next step is to remove the road spring. Be v

o

wn

when using the coil spring compressor because a compressed spring contain

3]

energy. this energy will always want to make the spring return to its rel
This is the energythat holds up the front end of the car while you drive. #c
shock absorber and insert the compressor through the top shock hole in the
the bottom of the compressor into the lower rings of the spring, the lower
Now begin 1ifting the front suspension while tightening the compressor unti!

tries to come up off the jackstands. Give the compressor a few more turns tc-

“the spring and let off on the jack. Now is the time to remove the lower spr.

Begin letting off on the compressor until you can remove the spring from the
you can easily replace the front end parts with those from the kit. Be sure

parts are in the right order and are torqued properly as needed.

Next step is to replace the ball joints. Using a pickle fork, looks 1!

two prong fork, seperate the ball joint from the spindle. Do not try using

the threaded end of the joint as this will cause it to mushroom creating a =

‘rame.
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Next replace the old ball joint with the new and assemble to the spindle with a new

nyloc nut. Be sure to use a grease gun to lubricate the joint after you assemble it.——

The road spring can now be replaced much the same way as it was removed. Be sure
that the compressor is located on a spring ring about the same as when the spring was

removed.

Always check your work when you are finished to verify that all nuts are tight

and joints are well lubricated. Now you can start on the other side of the car.

This may look to some as a simple job to perform but | can't put every detail into
a8 two page newsletter article. | hope this wili give someone an idea on how to do
the job and then they can refer to a shop manual for the specifics. If there is any
technical topic you want covered here, please tell me at the next meeting and | will

write up an article so everyone will get a copy. Next month we will rebuild a Rack

and Pinion steering unit (sorry about that for all you TR 2-3 owners).
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MG, TRIUMPH.
OUESTION

FTER FLYING BACK 0 the Midwest for
Amy high school 20-year class re-
union last week, | stayed on fora
few days with my old high school friend
and college roommate, Pat Donnelly. It
was a double reunion of sorts because Pat
ownsoncof the few cars [ genuinely regret
selling, 2 1971 MGB.

Hebought it from me in California four
years ago and drove it back 1o Wisconsin.
Pai recently finished restoring the car. and
it looks like new. Afier the reunion, we
spent scveral pleasant days motoring
around town and through the summer
greenery of the Midwest—a nice change
from the summer brownery of California.
I felt the sun on my face and listened 10
that nice, hollow exhaust note and decid-
ed that history doesn’t really repeat itself’
it just simmers, with an occasional rise in
temperature,

Pat and 1 both bought our first sports
cars in the spring of 1968 afier spending
the winter going 1o college during the day
and working together on a night shift un-
loading Coca-Cola trucks o earn the nec-
essary money. Pat bought a red 1960
MGA in beautiful condition for $650
from a man in Madison. | bought a British
Racing Green 1957 Triumph TR3. in
slightly less beautiful condition, for $§450
from a seminary student in Milwaukee.

The TR3 was less expensive partly be-
causc the engine ran on only three cylin-
ders out of a possible four. The seminary
student told me the engine had a burned
valve. | bought the car anyway. figuring
I'd learn all about valve jobs. Pat and |
sputtered 150 miles back to our home-
town on three cylinders, laboring painful-
Iy over every hill. When [ got home, I dis-
covered there was nothing wrong with the

valves, but the Enginc had one bad spark-
plug. linstalleda new plugand the carran
like a bat out of hell.

On four cylinders, the TR3 was truly a
fast car. Some previous owner had fitted it
with the J.C. Whitney Big Bore High
Compression Kit—oversized wet liners
and pistons that added more grunt 1o what
wasalready a very torquey engine. The car
quite easily burned rubber in the first cou-
ple of gears and lunged down the road fast
enough to leave thecam and lever steering
five or six twitches behind the latest veer. |
drove the Triumph everywhere those first
few euphoric weeks, flying down country
roads and changing flat tires about every
half hour, as hard cornering poked loose
spokes through my tubes.

A few weeks later, Pat drove up in his
new (used) red MGA. It was a beautiful
little car with steel wheels, new Michelin
radial tires and no rust. We cruised out of
town to the Ridge Road—our own little
slice of Road America—and [ got behiad
the wheel for my first drive in an MG.

In those first few miles of driving, | was
absolutely stunned. The sheer, over-
whelming lack of horsepower emanating
from beneath the MG’s Jittle tongue-like
hood was breathtaking. | didn't know
what 10 say. Afier two weeks in my
punched-out TR3. | felt as though I'd
stepped out of a Cobra and into a Fiat 850
Spider. The MGA simply did not go.

As the miles rolled by, however, I began
1o see that the MG was not entirely with-
out merit, The car made nice noises, shift-
ed gears better than anything I've driven
before or since and felt like a little fighter
planc with its lcather-trimmed cockpit, al-
beit a rather slow. WWI fighter plane.
Furthermore. the MG had a feeling of
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oneness, of having been put together care-
fully and tightly. its seams and joints lead-
ed and welded rather than bolied und
wired. My TR3, by comparison. had a lot
of raw edges, scuttle shake, loose joints,
wind leaks. rain leaks. bare wires, rattle
and jounce. ftwas wan st ST, sy,
crude and fun, where xln MGA was solt.
rounded, compact. precine and fun 1n o
subtler way. Switching buck and lonih |
didn’t know which car | Iiked better. Pre-
fcrring one over the other was a matter ot
mood. Bui the distinct characters of both:
cars were fixed in my nund. The Triumph
was a hot rod: the NG had more finesse

As a mechanic, | © worked on and
drove the nextgenerauon of MGsand Tri-
umphs, the TR4 and MGB. and after
those the GTos. TROs. 7y and 8s. Right
into the next decade. these cars followed
the same basic personality profiles of their
forebears. The MGBs got a little faster. 2
little softer sprung and more civilized but
kept that tight, one-picce feel. All the To-
umphs featured lots of engine, big tires
and slab-style bodywork bolted together
rather indifferently. And they remained
faster than the MGs. (We are leaving the
Spitfires and Midgets out of this for now:
this is a story about Big Iron.)

Somehow the personalities of the own-
ers who came into our shop also meshed
with the character of their cars. For in-
stance. we used to have a running joke
among the mechanics that if the owner of
a TR6 didn"t have a leather sport coatand
cowboy boots, we wouldn't work on his
car. While the marque attracted its share
of forthright Anglophiles. there wasalso a
strong streak of Texan running through
the ranks of TrAumph owners. Some.
think, were just taking a short rest on lhclr
way to Corvette own:rshp

MG ownerstended 10 be a bit more pur-
ist in the grand string-back driving-glove
tradition, or elsc were eccentrics of the
sort who wore one earring (even in 1975)
and had bandana<lad dogs named after
minor San Francisco poets of ihe Norih
Beach area. | remember being offered a
large lump of hash in ¢xchange for an
MGB tuneup by one customer. | declined.
being high on parts solvent at the time.

Sadly. both cars are gone, along with
the philosophies, engincering and con-
struction techniques that made these two
affordable, fun Lritish roadsters so difler-
entand yet so appealing. But, looking on
the brighter side. there are a lot of good
used M Gs and Triumphs still floating
around at remarkably low prices. And, af-
ter driving my old MGB at the reunion last
week, | may be forced to buy mysclf an-
otherone. Unless | find a good clean TR
I'll have to think about it. An MG would
have more finesse, but a Triumph, after
all, is faster. ©
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MISC . EIR

Wels, sriumpiiest 1. over: JnsT an event. .ne organisers
diGé g Fantzsoite joo of putiing it all togsuier. The ventral
Coast iriumpns were well represented ~ith -00 and Lynn nlope,
Yom Culbertsoi, non sivie, Jeii woldmen, wric silaelm, wmichael
Ling, sy Ob=i,zric akKau, and Myseif,

Friday w=s tue big caruven day. Lhose OL us i velinf
on irldaj AEL our old iriends Lrow 4os alggles ol D00's in
0alicsy O LS . 4 uilen UJ.V»’C-L\.‘U- 1o ,‘-‘a,ulua maI‘la ~1lETE e
mev OU._C newer Lfriends IYoii UNEe DEesSery center Lrlum:uw.
mL.LJ_w.Lub it 1 SuG oextil v SUOWT £ U0 —we€ wWeETE et oy tile
rest o1 uwie gang irom the nortn- snd souta. Lhe rest of
Friday wzs a iree day sO we checked into our rooms znd went
about Iinding peop..€ e Knew =nd meeting vine new ILolks Tnere.

On securaay morning the Iirst ol the oig evenis took
vlgce. The nal;ye/?unxanua put on by Tie Iwiwa.li Travelero
0L Sanl vUs€. c“hils w38 » 10t of fun and we traveiew alov
0f The baCK Toszds sround San Luis Ubisypu. 4Aveun tLough none

00 OUT Cluw diluers plaCel in COLip€TiviCil we 1lal & greny
time on soie Treal LYIWNPL TOauS.

after tne xailye it was Tiuwe To Lrepure Jor Tue big
Cal- sulW. wVelyolic Brenl Guduly Two iours fo;Lo“lng,CLean;ng
ang ul1ose 0L us wuo vrou »onu a 'v'cLL,LlU.m used TigT. A1l of our
naru WOfn pald oii. 1o and Lynn “tock a SroNes widald L0
aciv oL, oric took g Silver award Ifor Iiis opltllre (Lets
find him a oumoer so he can tTake a Gold nexv year) ana
LuEs G06 took a sronze. about 150 cars took place in tunis
snow and eacii car wads judged on it's own merit so about
35 gwwlls wels given out o ine participanvs. OF note
appearing at the snow was The Roadsierfacvtory i3, an Italla,
snd a Swallow ~oreTti. AT Tile sgie time vie Triwnpn £i0TO
doniest, Liouel vOﬂucuL, and nite Ily were all going on.
T™uiis was a 10T to take in in slich a siort wuount of vime.

" It wao uwow bime to wind down 2t the Awards Sanguet.
~nis gave ccexyone the opgortunity to snow that They had
nice clotning ltn thei: instead oi the car waxing cloths

tney had been wesring uy until now. The Icod «=3 very good
20T u*LALL cliey #OWu 0N Tile Tue aw LTus p.ll, wualcu
peen «siting .or. In addiiion vo ule above
, e S e AU LB sl wWheE oD TECLE o
LTO0w VALTivus sdi e w0UsEs S repuwll silps.e 200 «ON Tirk
GdErt 0. ulin di08 b%;; (10:i 8LUCK aCC. .w0OLj, .18 plpe
0L : : ECL-2ay LOL Lue C.1. alT®L uvub

PUR It A T~
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ie 0O place =it Our meludl. won tnelir

]
Sade b U Tt

sund.y mowrily il vesu Seh Holl€ Lur Gl€ Jua LLALCL
aile wine Tour. woGULT Ju Cudo serviciseied in tuls outing.
Utner tasn a owall proolem witn ‘e vasi numoer of wveoyple
ConST oM RAST PAQE,
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all arriving =7 ilne Rose and Crown at the seme vime e event
went well, Je aid spiit tue wine wour inito Two seciions wuich
helyed out ..itTa e croud.

AT Tue end oi the wine tour it wus time to say good
bye to all oi our new znd 0ld Iriends and u2Ke our: way
ogck home. Pnis is alwaystiae nard oL.rt, but we do nave
next year to look forward to. Make plans to attend, and
we will let you Kknow tiie deitalls as oCOnL &3 we nave wuem,

Ftie Central Coast Triumphs

0. Box 566

t

Santa Barbara, CA © 93102

\DDRESS CORECTLON

KIBBE, RON & CARMEN DUE

—  p.0.BOX 1381 ~
VENTURA, CA 33902
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